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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE ATTENDANCE AT FRENCH COMMUNIST 
PARTY MEETING, FEBRUARY 4 - 8 

1 . QUAI DESK OFFICER FOR VIETNAM, VILLEMUR, TOLD EMB- 
OFF THAT MADAME BINH AND ONE OTHER WOMAN WOULD BE 
COMING TO PARIS IN EARLY FEBRUARY AS "SOUTH VIETNAMESE" 
REPRESENTATIVES AT THE FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY MEETING 
FEBRUARY 4 - 8. QUAI UNDERSTANDS CPF INVITED LAO DONG 
PARTY REPRESENTATIVES "FROM THE NORTH" (APPARENTLY 

LE DUC THO), BUT NO REPLY HAS AS YET BEEN RECEIVED. 

2. VILLEMUR NOTED IT WAS SOMEHAT ANOMALOUS TO HAVE 
INVITED MADAME BINH, "PRG FOREIGN MINISTER", WHEN 
DELEGATIONS ARE USUALLY OF A PARTY NATURE. MADAME 
BINH WAS ONE OF THE NOMINAL LEADERS OF THE PEOPLE'S 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY OF SOUTH VIETNAM, BUT SINCE THE 
VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS HAVE BEHAVED AS THOUGH THEY 
NEVER CLAIMED THIS PSEUDO-PARTY EVER EXISTED, IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO SEE THE PARTY STATUS WHICH WOULD ENTITLE 
MADAME BINH TO BE OBSERVER FROM A FRATERNAL 
PARTY. IF LE DUC THO WILL BE THE LAO DONG REPRE- 
SENTATIVE, HE WILL CERTAINLY CONSIDER HE REPRESENTS 
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3. ON THE OTHER HAND, VILLEMUR NOTED, SINCE THE PCF 
SO OFTEN DEALT WITH BINH ANDTHO IN THE CONTEXT OF 
THE VIETNAM TALKS IN PARIS, THE PCF PROBABLY FELT THE 
INVITATIONS TO THE TWO "OLD FRIENDS" WAS AN UNDER- 
STANDABLE, THOUGH NON-PROTOCOLARY, GESTURE. 
GAMMON 
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